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Airmen. That was a real fight, but we 
got it there. Millions of people were 
able to read about, see and honor the 
Tuskegee Airmen because of Ron Del-
lums and because of the work we did to 
make sure that they received a promi-
nent place in the museum here. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. So many people 
here hear the Congressional Black Cau-
cus stand up over and over again and 
talk about the war and talk about our 
objections to the war; but one thing 
they always hear from us over and over 
again is that we support our troops, 
that we support our men and women 
who are out there fighting. But we 
have come here tonight to say not only 
do we support our troops, but we also 
support our veterans with everything 
we have got. I used to say we support 
them 100 percent. I change that to 1 
million percent. 

Ms. LEE. That is right. My final 
comment is, as I said earlier, I think 
we need to put our money where our 
mouth is now and try to fight like we 
know how to fight to make sure that 
each and every nickel that they de-
serve they receive. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. So, Mr. Speaker, 
again as I have said before, there are so 
many deeds that go unnoticed, and the 
ones who perform them are often un-
seen, unnoticed, unappreciated, and 
unapplauded. Tonight we in the Con-
gressional Black Caucus take a mo-
ment to salute those who have given so 
much so that we might live the lives 
that we live.
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IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE 
CORWIN M. NIXON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEARCE). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to speak briefly about a dear friend of 
mine who passed away earlier this 
morning. I rise to honor the memory of 
the Honorable Corwin Nixon, a dear 
friend, a distinguished constituent, and 
an accomplished public servant, who 
passed away this morning in his be-
loved Ohio at the age of 90. 

He was someone I knew all my life, 
and someone whose devotion to public 
service was an inspiration to me. He 
served with honor for 30 years in the 
Ohio General Assembly, including 14 
years as minority leader. Before his 
election to the State legislature, he 
served 12 years as a Warren County 
commissioner. 

He was probably the most recognized 
man in Warren County, and evidence of 
the great affection for him can be seen 
throughout southern Ohio. His name is 
on a Waynesville covered bridge, a 
Dayton health center, and an aquatic 
center at Miami University. But most 
importantly, Mr. Speaker, thousands of 
people in Warren County remember 
him fondly and the help he gave them, 
a family member, a neighbor, or a 
friend. 

Corwin Nixon’s life experiences and 
his extraordinary people skills made 

him an effective representative for all 
the people in Warren County. He grew 
up on a farm near Red Lion, Ohio, 
where he continued to live most of his 
life.
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He rose through the ranks to become 

manager at a Kroger grocery store in 
Lebanon, Ohio, and in the 1950s became 
the manager of the Lebanon Raceway, 
a job that became his passion as he 
built the raceway into a major regional 
attraction. 

Corwin Nixon was also an active vol-
unteer, locally, Statewide, and nation-
ally. Among his many activities he 
served on the boards of Bethesda Hos-
pital in Cincinnati and Grandview Hos-
pital in Dayton. He was President of 
both the U.S. Trotting Association and 
the International Trotting Association. 
He was an original member of the 
American Horse Council. He was in-
ducted into the Ohio Harness Hall of 
Fame and received the Harness Horse-
man International Appreciation 
Award. 

He used to say his start in politics 
‘‘just happened,’’ but it happened be-
cause of his remarkable work ethic, his 
genuine concern for people, and his 
ability to deliver for his constituents. 
His trademark in the State legislature 
was his ability to work effectively on 
both sides of the aisle to achieve re-
sults for all people. He was a true gen-
tleman who respected everyone and 
treated them with respect. 

Despite all of his impressive accom-
plishments in government and busi-
ness, Mr. Nixon’s greatest legacy is his 
family. He and his wife Eleanor were 
married for 45 years before her death. 
Their two children, Keith and Karen, 
provided them with three grand-
children, Melissa, Tina, and Keith, Jr. 
and four great grandchildren, Corwin 
Nixon, III, Eleanor, Preston, and Aus-
tin. 

Mr. Speaker, Corwin Nixon was one 
of Ohio’s great public servants, whose 
accomplishments touched many lives 
in our area and throughout the State of 
Ohio. He will be greatly missed. 
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CALLING FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION 
FOR HEALTHY FOREST RES-
TORATION ACT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 
today the House asked for conferees to 
meet with the other Chamber to work 
out differences on the Healthy Forest 
Restoration Act, H.R. 1904. This 
evening, I am pleased to be joined by 
some of my colleagues on the House 
side to talk about the importance of 
this legislation that passed the House 
of Representatives nearly 6 months ago 
and, yet, has still not been resolved. 

This issue has been debated for lit-
erally years. Former Committee on Ag-

riculture Chairman Bob Smith of Or-
egon attempted to address this issue 
after the Sierra Grande fire which de-
stroyed hundreds of homes in New Mex-
ico in the year 2000. The other Chamber 
considered similar measures. Last 
year, a similar bill was reported out of 
the Committee on Resources. 

This year, I worked with two other 
distinguished full committee chairmen, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
POMBO) of the Committee on Resources 
and the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER) of the Committee on 
the Judiciary. We crafted a bipartisan 
bill that garnered 90 cosponsors. The 
bill went through three full committee 
markups before coming to the floor. 
Our bill takes a truly national ap-
proach to a national problem. We 
passed this bill on May 20 of this year 
by an overwhelming and bipartisan ma-
jority. 

I think it is critical to note that we 
appointed conferees today. We also 
unanimously accepted a motion from 
the minority to instruct our conferees 
to finish work on this bill within 1 
week. The fact that the whole House 
agreed to these instructions shows the 
urgency of starting these negotiations 
but, because of a small group in the 
other Chamber, the essential step of 
appointing conferees is being delayed. 
Any further obstruction from the mi-
nority party in the other body thwarts 
the will of not only the 80 members of 
the other Chamber who voted in favor 
of their version, but of the entire U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Since we passed this bill, almost 6 
months have elapsed. While H.R. 1904 
languished in the other Chamber, 169 
days have gone by, over 3.5 million 
acres have burned, 30 firefighters have 
died, and 20 civilians have perished as a 
result of the fury of catastrophic 
wildfires. The California wildfires of 
the last 2 weeks provided a stark re-
minder of the need to act to prevent fu-
ture disasters. It was only when the 
California wildfires were dominating 
the nightly news that the other Cham-
ber saw fit to take up this critical bill, 
with an 80 to 14 vote on the measure, 
which seemed to indicate a sense of ur-
gency on the part of the other Cham-
ber. 

Unfortunately, the minority party of 
the other Chamber is still not allowing 
the naming of conferees. They are re-
fusing to do so in spite of the fact that 
they know the differences between the 
two bills are not insurmountable. They 
are refusing to do so in spite of the fact 
that an agreement that could result in 
real action to improve forest health is 
easily within reach. 

The goals of the two bills are strik-
ingly similar. Both seek to address the 
issues that have tied the hands of our 
forest managers: NEPA analysis that 
drags on for months, administrative 
appeals that spring up at the last 
minute, and court actions that stall 
proposed projects for so long that they 
are moot long before the judicial proc-
ess concludes. 
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